
The Visual Behaviour (ViBe) Matrix 

The ViBe matrix is a novel tool combining qualitative and quantitive methods to allow the recording of visual responses in children with visual impairment 

and complex needs.  It is intended for use in children who are unable to engage with traditional acuity testing methods, to provide a structure through 

which to capture visual function in order to facilitate diagnosis, and monitor progress or response to interventions. The ViBe Matrix can be used during 

observation of the child in their environment, either passively or during interaction with visual stimuli.  

The ViBe Matrix comprises descriptors of visual behaviours in three domains (visual awareness/attention, simultaneous perception/field and motor 

response).  A non-linear score of 0-4 can be attributed for each domain and for overall impression of visual function, where broadly 0=no visual awareness; 

1= visual awareness; 2=visual attention; 3=  visual detection/location; 4= visual /recognition understanding).  To achieve a score in each domain the patient 

need not demonstrate all the visual behaviours described; rather experience professionals can gain a general impression of the child’s function from 

observation of  responses.  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 


